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ABSTRACT

This study aims to (1) identify the similarities and differences in the use of prepositions in Arabic
and English, and (2) analyze the challenges faced by non-Arabic speakers in translating
prepositions between the two languages. The study adopts a qualitative comparative linguistic
approach through a review of previous studies and an analysis of selected examples related to
preposition usage. The data were obtained from the collection and analysis of relevant scholarly
studies for the purpose of summarizing and comparing the use of prepositions in both languages.
The findings indicate that there are both similarities and differences in the use of prepositions in
Arabic and English. While both languages share basic prepositional functions, such as expressing
place, time, and abstract relationships, they differ in terms of number, meaning, contextual usage,
and grammatical structure. The results also show that a single Arabic preposition may carry
multiple meanings depending on the sentence context, whereas English prepositions tend to be
more specific and idiomatic. These differences constitute a major source of difficulty for students,
particularly in translation from English into Arabic, and often lead to literal translation errors.
Overall, this study demonstrates that a descriptive approach through contrastive analysis is
effective in explaining differences in preposition usage between Arabic and English. The findings
are expected to contribute to the field of comparative linguistics and serve as a useful reference
for the teaching of Arabic and English, particularly in enhancing the accuracy of preposition usage
and improving students’ translation skills.

Keywords: Prepositions, Arabic, English, Contrastive Analysis.

- -

PVRV-I

@) e aahlloda S5 g g Wl Jadl) el T A ) At 2l (3 OllSY) ens oniy
L) il of LS e 58 Vs L)) obie ool o g bl ods a3y 2y coladl) ol
dazed g 0L ¢ Joldl aall ) Usee WLl Loamm oo oo o)) e ailasd) fad oo
Ldie (U3 mag ale VY39 lan 2ol Jamr Jod (S5 mag b glas U Gledl e Lgn

C o) Bl e Blae) 5302 Lgiles il o 25 Bl (3 psind

Dlgal Ayl sl B Bedly Olas wld Lo K2y LS Loy oy ol e ad) |87 g92d
G U ] N e ) WST (3 g 195 Cadonll sl caals iyl Ylg ) copad (3 Loy )l
e oy 53,20 Laslg ) e Lapeg ol OISy OLall o wonlie (4] 3,La Yy clad) 15 LS
a3 hle Lo ol () Cfrom™ 5 of " 5 Tunder” 57 in" 5 Ton® gyl aall 3 @3 e
aall gy Al dn 3 joladl ol el 2801 USE Mg e g (e (3 e ciupall
ol G OB Vg sl ol s bl e L B 48l il ae Vpreposition” (kY

Sdall s 8

236



Journal of Advanced Islamic And Legal Research R
Vol. 2, No 3, December 2025
% .s‘ 'i ls &

Al ) AW e i) e Lo Y Ml FSTG0E Sleedl o A Oy aa s SCis
OF YL Y LIS oosST ot 3pad lalS jad Lo We A1 g OF e 00 e
Bllasauly Al Oy (aillg agh pde S Lo UL B0 Aled) ane |8 3 Wl Fod Caaly Lgalusans!

L] wlay 85 LELC

WIS 1Slezel casdaze las ot OF (K6 Tl 2l 3 gl 4 G OF s s ) Al

Jol boie Lo Y cdnsllld 1 g Lol (3 cllasl U] mogl) s (o3 Lo WLy Al Bl Jo

el Gn A g sy Ao B (3 oY) fady LAY A e 5 el aa il Osadad)

aaply Al e (3 el t Sga Bdlanml oy W RS DB L Lad el Jo Cniall e
Celew d> e

G el (3 A g o OMas Wl i) dngl o) dnl, ) ode T ool s 3
ol A g da s e O Leearls 3 Sbsmaall L SUASH g leyl,

Eondl Blal
gl Wy g2l el A Oy Caiad LY
ol WST s A Oy VsVl aplidl asgl AL LY
gl ) ag el e A g da S e Ay el pk bl arlg G Clasadl e LY
L)lieg AL el e ey L Joladly dod) Ll o duhidheda Lol Aol
& kel Slgaall s e ¢ ongre IS BplEY) 5 Bl G A Ca e B3 Ylg alad) anl
Ay dad) Sllas (U Ogedadll gy 13
dLud) Soltyll
@ s Vly wladl amgl (Y7 €) (55 290k O hsdle Uslyen) Bl i B> s

o) e sl anl il asy aadly dedl SBlw (3 Jas oo e Bl Yls Ay all A g plisin)
OB 33,2 UNally Oladly O ] )Lyl Joo il 11 g > Caslloy (3 OWRES Cpzaldl OF o

237



U fdoy Al ¢ Yl Tl il 3 41 Sy MR

Uil 35 L ccmmomd Blondd By 2 el A1 Gy ales i N B M0 e ol dmys glar 3 0 330
Law L W A Oy szt 3 slas ) 0T Uayl anl) ) a5 ey gl el ) anpeall s
Agledlly AV bl eV 3 s B Y @ as b ol e

A gl & A Gy SV (ST o B)lie Bdeoy Bl (YIT) deme s
Al A Gy JWY Cp SBM O ahll gl aa il e BT e 3S3) a €Yl
pldscial (3 Bl e ST domys elat Byl Wl OF e (3 (358y Gannd 6 05T O ) S8 252y
Slenglinl o waslaze) 3 Bl Wl salate Lgrly 3 Gemlad) Bgnal) dnw sas LA g~
CiSSy Al A 3 s b o Rl p8 O sl U] o5 L UG gy g A
Ll VA gally (ool Bledl oS d ) 3o el Al (3 282N A 3 OF L] il
o e Sy s (S Y glo ST BT e apd YAl @ A Gy fans i 8
SV sady o) ol ) ) Lo ssall S sl bl il as Al aa gl Sx
gkt Wl Al Celll C Aa il e 3 Sl plasan Nl

3" e 5" 3" Lainkis on g in AWl A Cgd iese SLE (Y41 Y) OLpll s
Feazeall DU (3 Lo oSS Y I el OF 2yl (555 L (MSA )it il dy o)l 22l
2ol ONelisy U SN jpaas WS e 0z 3 ekl 235 232l LYY (3 b copilll
o 3 eslye W psgie o bl (a0 sanas el Al O OLgll o ((3mn (g58) 2 szl
Al Arenalill UMY ol (o355 b Wley Bly weddl onlie IS 0 5T &g, ) Al o
PRy N E I RPN PN | (] 2l 354 Y ARl sbrze O Sy 2l (3 slasi
i ) Of e o)) s YAl ks o Oy s Badate DBl B xly 38
g Lo Baga il DS Y1 S 35 (55, 37 Lol OB L1 1 g 0 Bk et o
gl Yy dalt Rl oy
51Ny At apldY AN e da jamd By gad Bl (YY) (odlly ad) 52
T PI ARV WOV /P PP I S IS SRV RCOP e WEPS i S L - N PAN - P ke G B Al dlON
D 3 Ogalad) gl &l Slsnaall O sy iy sl SULLIL Gl L Lo Y
A2 Al ) (Bl oy KA UMY e JoY1 plal (3 il BT e 2l 28l Ssl M
o 3Bl sieg 1ad ST sl ) LE Ryl A g OF U] sl et ) 2l
25 I Osaladl dazey Lo WL (U By L 3lall B5azey Blas sl Uigas g al) A1 g O

238



Journal of Advanced Islamic And Legal Research R
Vol. 2, No 3, December 2025

e S5 abl OF e ne )l e aa il @ pie ] o3 B L aall Zlinad BIL S e
ol e Vly s Laall i Gylae Yl s BT V) ) O e 53502 ds gz

o kYl Bl A gy Bl Bdeoy Bl (Y0 YE) el ST and 23 3
sl 2SS L L) Bl (3 Lgaldsazaly 2abs ol Lyjlenly 2JSCA1 Lpatlas Lo ol ISy S
plaseial GU3 (3 s (GmMapl ST Glasal glaty A1 g o 18T s Lo (552 204 Y) 2l O
godata Loggarl (o) 0l ool 0t Al AR (3 500e sl U g Y G AS Jsd)
e ol 8 ) By Y A Gt Al Gl e el Bsgedl (b Bugm i) Bl
Angas ST 0SS OF U ok a1 g OF ) Ul el iy ol s ) oo e opY)
4 JShe ey 1ad ST a4 Oy O e 3 Sledl el s 187 S0t ey
ods walud cled) Syran Jo CSTRN 3 A O sl Lo SR IV e L ims 35Ty
AWy el sl 3 A g sl Gy Rl U gl gh & dl )

Y A Sy a1 OBy ddby Bylhe el (YHY)) L d s
A nibly AVl ol Lol Al oy Aa ) O st ) ol WS ) 1ke)
A2 aki Gl saw i) ofles e ssall OWEN baley Lol 3 Jed) STy 3 A
S OF U el s pld Yl A gy il A1 g G B BISS 20m pkeg ALl 34
by Bl ST ag Yl A1 Gy 0f e (3 eIV ) 8By Gl lal) sl dpall 4
G (sl el e oV ALl (3 ez 331 8IS Jlast 0B (JWby 5o g 4yd
Sl sxall ik

S5l (s gl ‘; J?\z’—‘ﬂ\j i Azjf - é}EA‘ by
Iyl ) & 3 O

L ey I0as T ai loy Sy BMall o o8 omild piinsy A ol Bl B0

Yo lls i Lo 1 il Jos > o8 8l 55 A sms ooV bl ga L pleally el Cils e
B 0T 4V s oy Al @ ol i A G alauly Y oVsaill U1 sias Y 201 b
oYl Sl of e oy g pall A g pisned LS Ayl gy 5T ly danl ol o 18D

.OUJT 6fT B JjJ?— Sl . U‘gj‘a"d\ oM 3.3}/\&5\ dl M w “"_)Lg:y\ L} Jwi}!b

(ol 3 52) Lot Jsb o ) i —3 @

239



U fdoy Al ¢ Yl Tl il 3 41 Sy NR

(Wl Je OS) Loe o Oley UiBge J) v — Jo @

(el Jf 3) g S oY1 i — ) @

(ol oo el) b oy F Jo ] i = 0 @
o Hib Gy 1y oSS G ¥l gl Al e Bl i OF S Bgpe ST g ell A g
LY Al 3 Sgmge pE Lidadl
" Preposition " d;€¥1 dalll & 31 OB

LIPSO R N EL Y WP i BPINCHIN Cag N EAN [ SN B SR PR SRT2

S oLl of OIS MR ods ez 6 i) (3 aalisl) slall cn @M b LS 2t
o blas ad o b S A g e Y Las, 2 glall 5T o3 5T i o oY)
41 7In® 4 OG> s5 caled) sds (3 . The horse in the stable ;i .alad! 515 Lgalaszn) JDs
o cilbgg plsl J) pis A g OB (s wag O e e ¢ oYy Ol G 2D
) A Oy am apldY aalll @ aslad) B O O sl il s Je S Y e Ul
t s Y Al (3 plaseny)

(She is in the room) (pezs! jT LY U iy —In o

(The book is on the table)  owdl sl 1} 12y — On @

(They arrived at the station) s4= s o abi I pio — At @

(The letter was written by John) il sl of IS 1) 12, — By ®

(She came with her friend.) a4 of LW, U iy — With @

(They talked about the movie) Cada jT g5 Al sis — About ©
Yl g Al 3 Gy o i
Lot Tl Y1 2380

S dpolx dld J.é—\; J,.,a\.ud\ O B Ji @L&}U '&ﬂﬁ)&ly\j Z\fJ;J\ “iald) Q3 J,%-\ Jjj.a- s
e e i Wit gme A g Lo YV il WST (3 153,280 oalilly olE Y1y Oleflly O alasld
Al & olyladl jT LS

240



Journal of Advanced Islamic And Legal Research R
Vol. 2, No 3, December 2025
S YW ) sy LY

mAu.A domgd Ll )f ;'LS‘:" C@y )f c"e),o JL« 43\.33\_{&\ B W}j j%-\ J))”' @:&U‘ L:lffm
Y OF a2 e capbd Y aallly 2 el 8l e JS7 3 Lo O © 527 o1 T30 o Us1s7 e
Ll 3 sau) wlalusa)

Aeesll B ) 5,LaY) Ly

blay ipally sl s 3 s daad) SN o il A1 Oy aisand il €Yy ag el cuall) 2
ol WS ol (3 el sall el A O Lae 2483 wlidl m ey LBaus B

53,21 SN e el g

Loadly (2 mlly ol Jo 53,21 SN Layl o) WS (3 4 G 125 cisall) el ) BLEYY
oyl Jod b sl oball 264 wldle 52 cond A Oy OF s coll Lluy \day L 2dblally

ekt Sl e 1 G a0

S Bl v ity b B d Wy a ) ) (3 A Oy sme OF SO Ll ll USE
ol GlST s A G i) gl i (59,0 el dhed] Bl 0 OB (U L4 pdsins

il Al e 3 Lsll jss .1

Ad Yy a3 A Ca e Of ) wlalll pis sl Jadl 3 oY) e 12 s
Ot pB Galas g Osaladll ks Laie cllas Y1 ud L L a5l Al oledd L s (K3

M‘SM&J"}W-))J .\/

el 3aall gall wpis of jois A1 A Gyt mall p plisen) (oo OF (S opmlll WS
(olsdl (3 Buly maosll Sled (3 Bl Fgs caals ) g OF e Jo 1day

241



B g s ¢ Yl Tl ol 3K oy MR

Al 5 Al G ) Sy o SVl
AV o psSs e )

A pdsad (U3 e WS e il L )i A Og e ST sde e 3 dEY) A (osid
Bl s Blazs) Badate las > 2> IS o W5 (2l mag ¢ ) g 1 85902 Gegast Gyl
caled)

Sl @ B3le > O S pdsuiy G Il ST 0S5 OF ) apd ) aalll 3 4 Oy > L
Arly o B ey U igag Bengas ST Ayl Wl (3 ) Oy 0L S e 2l e R
ade Y oble (3 sl

Sl Je slazel) Ly

) e YAl o alend) YWy comdl Glad) Jo ST IS aall M G las e
B T ale ey 055 A g alas OF V] (s aly Iz Y Glend) OF e

il 2l Jo W g

gl s & QW) ) e DU e Y e Jile St A O S Al adll
et gl S e A By S5 Y agddYiall g

Szl @I Lo

3 A S s VB @ (e o8l o) Sleall o A g Ly B all alll e
(with her «in it i) dhadie olaS oy b ¢ fleall 4504 axl

i) CSTilly wl)lall pldsaal 1

Jeo A Gy s Al JWilg 2o San V) liead) e i) e 22 Y Al (gped
B i W gl Al (3 5ale b e U] C ST eds 2 Le U . depend ons look after

Aal (3 eles ) ol Y e

242



Journal of Advanced Islamic And Legal Research R
Vol. 2, No 3, December 2025
S CUUER T, P YW B

1l O e & ety pggde o ST 1) L8 2 el 2l OF ) Aldwayan (2013) dulys pis
SIS Sl sy (3 @ ol ealie e ST ey S5 a4y

aail & aalel) GLsl M dngas A

cabedl ag sl 3 slasl ) a0 4 wlafl g

e Y

I gl aebad) 3 cmalll 3 BNV argl o AU Sl ganall

Jot OF (S8 Il W) A G OF 1gb ga O Lggrls &) B )l litond) s

G A o pisad G gl Al e ki My Laled) dny Bl s Blezs) Sodans (3las
Gyt aell bl ad 3 Yl L L WL (el By plasaa ¥ (3 Zigyeg dases ST 05T
ey ladis Bpog ST dodl Ms vz (U5 oy 2k SBLw 3 of s on g in g at Jz A
A G aas e i aa )l e sl ) OVl iy L isle 5 o 352 las plaszaY)

Bl A Oy alisarl iy OO ald ) ol allas UV (o338 (ol (3 ) 3l
YAl 3 et ol d aslgdl gl A O 0T N o L WL Lo dd Y Al ) 54l

Bl o BlE] g s e Bl B sl ) A O O e

Lo e im 2 ST iy D) alasieg 10ad T apldYiaalll o 41 g 0 il

O > o Bgmaal) oda I35y aled! s sl A1 O jlasl (3 Slsms Ol axly

135 ST o O apld Y aall) i o (3 Badate (lee okt U3 Al @l 3 as gl B -

pctiny Em olEV1y OISy Olaly Ailasll ol a3 3) Ko slos§ uad (U ety 320 L]

Al aledl @ g 1ay Usede oy dhomd) aladl aald 0T o (801 o ulin & 2 By L)
AT AL e Olnd) 18l 3] ol 5 Ol Jglt Leis SL5)) &g

243



U fdoy Al ¢ Yl Tl il 3 41 Sy MR

JWYI B 0T b 3 Slgro OOl axly A Gy Jadll G BL Glan L

Lol e ) A B e (o35 A ST L By kel e oo dplA YN A 3 A gy

@35 Vs By ST il aalll & S dmy A1 O szl OF LV s Loy Jedl) gne 2
G 3 S ek d

ol kel ) gy ol a Jle st A€V AU 3 S WY semy by
EYCISRUNRSIORI [y - SV, 21 INEN PR WP WA AL B AW ERPTRVRJEA T ERCIRE S Ow
& o)l pb phsnaVly ool com () 635 WA Dy Jadl) SLSH A Sl sV glally a4
AoV Slpnd) o danly A8 gag Lo adY) Al (sg2d (U3 Lo 5pdle oISy 2l e IS
) e et i B3 e gl Wy Y e G e 3 S Sl
B ey Slpadl oda 0gd pall Cpeladld

S50 3l ayeng aysmdl Leailhy 0gd 09 A O b amall aall Jo OO S, L UIe

@ ol s e A By aiby 3 ol il (Sl alll ¢ L OK S ald

iyl it @ ool ity (U dmy G ol ods f o Y AAY) Al 3 Ly s

ol cly @ s ellesl 1) QWL LM s Ol ade (o359 . o) (ST sls 41 g 4 alad)
g )l

LUl ) 2V (3 S e OO Legrl 3 At Sbaodl 5 cple ISy
ey Bl o daxaly dages ST o &) A all gAY ally a e al o A
& UMY eds walsy ias IS Gy byl dlag,eg 1ad 8T s B Yl e Gl
ol A G Ay sy (a5 3 Sbgmall ez
e

o172 AWy Al arlll o A Sy L Julod) OF Bl ods g cple (S
OF U Bl s oplll (3 A g plasuanl @ olsladly odsYl vgs Je OOl sasld
@ oald g Bt ) Balsall e A Ogd el il Sl plisaaVly gall 3 oY)
Slendl 0lb gl vgill OB U el ] Y e 2 daiil @ b Y OV Slsan
Bl oda s OF Bl e (i3 e lug aaly fodl cly 3 sall 85 Olea) 229 WU
g A Oy g gl A Oy 2 dalell Y 3 L Yl Ll Jlg 3 1S S

244



Journal of Advanced Islamic And Legal Research R
Vol. 2, No 3, December 2025

Ak Wy Bl Gl e 3 Rl sda s el Ul S (BealSTT e LisS” ) BLOYL
@ ST Alby 28 sy s T olag sl d) ) Oy plisnal 1gb nd (935 OF 35l ag
onell) O

ﬁ.\i‘d\ 9 Jg..’d\

ewd SUL s At ) S Slals 3AST UL paidly sl V) 356 e JalUb) Lkt Sl pls
Jses g1 (BSL 8083) &kl bl 53le ot jiar (o da oSN )Lald 3 ST

el 1sLily Slersy

el el

oosad) (3 aaby Al auls apddVly dgall o b A e LY Y Y Ldilie s e cdiluall
Slahs e 1 SR oY palelly colillly LY Al 5 el dnslr A ) sl el
AVI=AL oo A sdadl & ) aall dralr )l iy 5l

Adel. (2022). A comparative and contrastive study of prepositions in Arabic and English. El-
Quari'e Journal of Literary, Critical and Linguistic Studie. 5(5) 479-487.

Aldwayan. (2013). Prepositions in MSA and English. Linguistics Online. 60(3). 1-22.

Dilmurod Qizi. (2024). Comparative analysis of prepositions in English and Arabic: usage,

similarities, and difference. International conference pedagogical reforms and their
solutions. 4(2), 50- 53.

Qasim. (2024). Preposition in English and Arabic: a comparative study. Iraq: University of
Misan.

Sa’eed. (2013). The problem of translating verb-preposition-collocation fron Arabic into
English (a didactic study). Adab Al-Rafidayn , (43)6, 73-92.

Saad al yaari. (2013). The problem of translating the prepostions at, in and on into Arabic. An
applied linguistic approach. Journal for the study of English linguistic, 1(2) 256-273

245



